Waiting with confidence

Just think of a groom when he is waiting for his bride to come down the aisle.... Each waiting moment enhances the excitement. The groom knows that it is worth waiting until he finally can see the choice of his heart. Confidence pays off, and the long-awaited encounter not only helps us forget, but also beautifies the waiting time. The Bible says that we expect the bridegroom - Jesus Christ - with confidence. The books of the Old Testament from Genesis through Malachi (39 books) could be summed up as saying, "Jesus is coming." The New Testament books of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John proclaim, "Jesus is here." and in Him - Immanuel – everybody on this Earth has experienced that God is with us. The remaining 23 books of the New Testament tell us, "Jesus is coming again!" and we need to get prepared to meet Him. While waiting for Him, He is guiding and leading us, providing for our needs, shaping our character and rewarding our faithfulness. "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going." Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:1-6) These are Jesus' words which he says to his disciples just before his suffering and crucifixion, knowing what he and his followers had to endure. He wanted to prepare them so that they may be able to see beyond the crisis which would develop around them. Jesus asks his followers not to spend the waiting time worrying, but to wait with confidence and faith in the promises He made to them.
Trust in my presence! "Do not let your hearts be troubled: trust in God and trust also in me." (John 14:1) “Trust is Basic dependence on someone or something, Belief that something will happen or someone will act is a prescribed way.” (Webster dictionary) Jesus basically says here, "I know you trust in God, and you also trust in Me. Now remember, when you can no longer see Me, don’t stop trusting in Me."
A wonderful example of this is found in the Gospel of John which proves that Jesus' word is as good as His physical presence. In chapter four we read the story of the king’s official’s son who was sick in Capernaum. The father rushed to Cana where Jesus was in order to invite Jesus into his house to heal his son. He is begging Jesus to come without delay: “The royal official said, "Sir, come down before my child dies." (John 4:49) Jesus’ response was shocking: Jesus replied, "You may go. Your son will live." The man took Jesus at his word and departed. (John 4:50) Jesus wants to send the message to all of us that His word has the same value on this earth as his physical presence. The man believed the word of Jesus. Although the distance between Capernaum and Cana was about 2-3 hours ride by horse, the father did not to rush back home because he believed the word of Jesus. He spent the night in Cana and went back home the next day. “While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that his boy was living.” (John 4:51) Disbelief would require that the father would run to see his son and to check immediately if the miracle took place or not. The question "Where's my son?" would fit better here. The father believed Jesus’ word, so he asked another question: “When he inquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to him, "The fever left him yesterday at the seventh hour." Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, "Your son will live." So he and all his household believed. (John 4:52-53). For us, God's written Word contains the words of Jesus. By daily Bible studies we can experience His presence in our lives.
We have a little bit of Thomas in us, don’t we? After Jesus Christ has risen He visited the disciples, but Thomas was missing. “So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!" But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it." (John 20:25) It was like Thomas would say, "there is nothing wrong with me, the only problem is that my fingers just cannot believe the miracle of the resurrection ...". Jesus knows our attitude and sceptical excuses. He provides us, as he provided Thomas also, with new opportunity to finally replace scepticism with confidence. ” A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe. "Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!" (John 20:26-28)
Trust in my actions. “In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.” (John 14:2) Jesus is using the images of two very familiar contemporary practices in order to illustrate His actions: the pictures of the journey and of the wedding.
The journey: A very familiar image from the days of Jesus underlies these words. It was customary for travellers in those days to send some of their party on in
advance to find lodging and make arrangements for them in distant cities. Many a time a disciple went ahead of Christ to make arrangements before He arrived for a gathering. That is what happened on the night of the first Lord’s Supper as two of the disciples, at Christ’s bidding, went before Him to make the arrangements.

The Bible uses a lot of different words to describe heaven. In one place it is called "a country" indicating the vastness of heaven. In another it is called "a city" indicating the number of inhabitants. It is called "a kingdom" indicating that there is a governmental structure to it all. It is called "paradise" indicating its beauty & desirability. But here it is called, "My Father’s house," and that is another way of saying, "It is home."
Home is a place where you can be yourself. Home is where you can take off your tie & kick off your shoes. Home is where you can say what you are thinking. Home is where you’re always accepted & loved. You’re not just a guest. You are a resident. You live there. That is home.
Jesus is saying, "I’m going to take you to My Father’s house, and it will be your home, too. You’ll be a part of the family. You’ll be home where you belong."

The wedding: the wedding customs of Jesus' time were quite differed from our time. You see, the word that Jesus used comes from the eastern custom that when a son grows up and gets married, he brings his bride back home again. And the father adds another room onto His house for them. Then when another son grows up & gets married, they add another room. The house just keeps getting bigger and bigger, as the family stays together.

Jesus Christ is doing the same today. He is building a place in God's kingdom, which is going to be the home to His followers. When the Father will give him the signal to go and take his “bride” home, He will come again to this earth to take us there! 
Trust His Promises! The direction of our life is kept within the right channel through the promises of Jesus.  “You know the way to the place where I am going." (John 14:4) Thomas is not sure of the way and of the destination. “Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" (John 14:5) Many are seeking the way despite the fact that the road is just ahead of them, as was just before Thomas. Jesus is not talking about any concrete or asphalt road. "Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me”. (John 14:6) Everybody comes to the Father through Jesus Christ. The worst sinner as well as the most capable! What a wonderful promise! He is saying, "I’m not just going to show you the way, or tell you the way, or write out the instructions on how to get there. I’m going to come and take you by the hand to My Father’s house. Then you’ll be home."
How can we be ready to meet Him? When we are waiting, we behave quite strangely. When families are traveling with small children, 5 to 10 minutes after the start they already have to face the question, "When do we get there? Are we there yet?" The smaller the child, the more he asks, that "when" type question. When we are in the waiting room waiting for the train, we encounter a vast variety of behaviours. There are those who are impatient, who would like to see the train coming, even to arrive before the scheduled time. Then there are those who are still waiting for someone, probably their loved ones, so they wish the train to be a bit late so others can catch it, too. God is neither hurried nor delayed. He keeps the exact time according to His timing. He would like to give everyone the opportunity to decide in their lifetime, for or against Jesus. "The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” (2 Pet 3:9)
Think about your life. What do you spend your time or your money on? Are these eternal investments? C.S. Lewis said: "All that is not eternal is eternally useless!"  Apostle Paul’s advice is quite timely: "Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.” (Col 3:2) Apostle Paul was not the most patient man on earth. Surely he did not like the delay, still inspired by the love of Christ, he says that " Love is patient, love is kind” (1 Cor 13:4) Why is so hard to wait? "Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.” (Rom 5:3.4) We do not really pray that God will bring tests and hardship into our lives but it seems that the difficulties of life on earth are preparing us to meet the Son of God. Patience is needed for the preparation. This is something we all lack. "Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near. Don't grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door! Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job's perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.” (Jam 5:7-11) 
Why then the apparent delay? It is because Jesus did not give up on the salvation of this world. Many people have had enough of the sufferings of this world. Many people seem to sigh: "Amen. Come, Lord Jesus" (Revelation 22:20). The Bible encourages us to learn the waiting skills from the farmer – the ploughman. What is the ploughman really doing? He is clearing the land, he is fertilising the soil, then he ploughs the earth, and sows the seed. After all this he waters the land and waits. He cannot do anything in order for the soil to bring crops or bear fruits. He depends entirely on God. God has his own timing. He is never too late. He created time and set it up to serve the best people's salvation. We wish He would fulfil His promise as soon as possible! Let us make it a subject of prayer. Martin Luther said, "We all desire the joy of that day… If someone is not yet ready to desire this day, then he does not understand the Lord's Prayer, and cannot pray it from the heart."
Thought-provoking questions: 1. How can I experience the presence of Jesus through the study of the Bible? 2. Do I entrust my life unto the One who is the Way, the Truth and the Life, that He would lead me "home"? 3. What can I learn from the ploughman while waiting for Jesus?
